Chronic pulmonary paracoccidioidomycosis (South American blastomycosis): high-resolution CT findings in 41 patients.
To assess the pulmonary parenchymal findings on high-resolution CT in 41 patients with the chronic form of paracoccidioidomycosis (South American blastomycosis). The study included 41 consecutive patients in whom chronic paracoccidioidomycosis had been proven. All patients underwent high-resolution CT (1-mm collimation, high-spatial-frequency reconstruction algorithm) at 12 equally spaced intervals through the chest. The images were analyzed by two radiologists, and each final decision was reached by consensus. Thirty-eight (93%) of the 41 patients had CT scans with abnormal findings. The findings included interlobular septal thickening in 36 patients (88%), 1-25 mm diameter nodules in 34 (83%), peribronchovascular interstitial thickening in 32 (78%), centrilobular opacities in 26 (63%), intralobular lines in 24 (59%), ground-glass opacities in 14 (34%), cavitation in seven (17%), air-space consolidation in five (12%), traction bronchiectasis in 34 (83%), and paracicatricial emphysema in 28 (68%). In approximately 90% of patients, the abnormalities were bilateral and symmetrical and involved all lung zones. High-resolution CT findings of paracoccidioidomycosis consist predominantly of interstitial abnormalities and nodules associated with traction bronchiectasis and paracicatricial emphysema in a bilaterally symmetrical distribution.